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The  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum, 
with  its  outstanding  collection  of  farm 
implements,  craft  tools,  and  household 
arts,  preserves  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  visitor  the  best  of  an  era  which 
can  now  be  recreated  only  in  a quiet 
corner  of  our  lives. 

This  quiet  but  exciting  spot  in 
the  Landis  Valley  north  of  Lancaster 
on  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History 
depicts  rural  life  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. It  reminds  us  of  a less  hurried 
time  when  pleasures  were  not  the  less 
enjoyable  for  being  simple,  and  when 
quality  of  workmanship  was  more  evi- 
dent than  quantity  of  production. 


Today  the  museum  consists  of  a group  of 
representative  buildings  housing  exhibits  of  vari- 
ous facets  of  rural  America.  The  tavern,  with  its 
spacious  kitchen  and  walk-in  fireplace,  provides 
a glimpse  of  the  sturdy  furniture,  utensils,  and 
serving  pieces  with  which  the  rural  housewife 
served  her  family.  Upstairs  is  a collection  of  folk 
art,  which  illustrates  the  love  which  Pennsylvania 
Germans  had  for  color  and  design.  The  gunshop 
next  to  the  tavern  displays  the  components  of  a 
man’s  world:  a collection  of  Pennsylvania  rifles, 
and  hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping  gear  recalls 
a time  when  game  was  plentiful  in  the  rural 
wilderness. 

A Conestoga  wagon  occupies  a prominent 
place  in  the  wagon  shed;  its  bells  and  tool  boxes 
are  today  prized  collectors’  items.  The  heavy 
coarse  top  of  the  wagon  was  woven  at  the  mu- 
seum, using  the  textile  equipment  housed  in  the 
Red  Bam.  Here  one  may  see  flax  and  wool  spun 
into  yarn  and  the  yarn  woven  into  cloth.  Each 
step  of  the  process  is  represented,  from  the  flax 
growing  in  the  field  to  the  homemade  dyes  with 
which  the  housewife  colored  her  finished  cloth. 

The  implement  shed  houses  a variety  of  early 
farming  equipment,  including  a plow  designed 
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by  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  sleighs,  which  made 
winter  travel  easier,  are  also  on  view  here.  In 
the  adjoining  Yellow  Barn,  craft  shops  are  located 
under  their  appropriate  signs — the  butcher^  the 
miller,  the  coppersmith,  the  blacksmith,  the  tin- 
smith, the  potter,  and  the  leather  worker  seem 
to  have  left  their  shops  only  moments  ago. 

An  old  fashioned  country  store,  once  the 
center  of  rural  sociability,  and  its  modern  counter- 
part, the  gift  shop,  are  found  near  the  Yellow 
Barn.  The  Landis  brothers’  home,  a fine  example 
of  a Victorian  farmhouse,  is  also  open  to  the 
public.  Acquired  more  recently  is  an  early  nine- 
teenth-century complex,  across  the  road  from  the 
tavern,  where  two  farmhouses  and  a recently  con- 
structed barn  of  Federal  period  design  may  be 
visited.  Two  houses  of  log  construction,  the 
Erisman  House,  a small  late  eighteenth-century 
townhouse  from  Lancaster,  and  another,  formerly 
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the  sexton’s  house  of  the  local  Mennonite  Church, 
may  also  be  seen. 

The  collection  here  of  more  than  a quarter 
million  items  was  made  possible  by  the  Landis 
brothers,  Henry  and  George.  As  early  as  1880, 
they  began  to  collect  items  which  would  illus- 
trate rural  life  in  Pennsylvania.  Both  were  nota-  , 
ble  men:  Henry  was  an  engineer,  a writer  and  » 


editor  working  in  New  York,  a sportsman,  and 
an  amateur  musician;  George  was  an  engineer 
who  spent  much  of  his  life  managing  the  family 
farm,  on  which  the  museum  now  stands. 

By  1925  their  collection  of  rural  Americana 
had  grown  to  the  point  of  warranting  exhibition, 
and  a museum  was  opened  to  the  public.  In 
1940  the  Landis  Valley  Museum  was  formally 
incorporated  with  the  financial  assistance  of  the 
Oberlaender  Trust  of  the  Carl  Schurz  Memorial 
Foundation.  Under  its  direction,  a stone  museum 
building  and  two  vehicle  sheds  were  erected,  and 
the  organization  and  cataloging  of  the  collection 
was  begun.  After  the  Oberlaender  Trust  was 
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liquidated  in  1951,  an  agreement  was  reached 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission,  which  took  over  the  property  and 
collections  in  1953  and  established  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farm  Museum  of  Landis  Valley. 

The  rural  charm  of  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
Museum  has  made  it  a favorite  gathering  place 
for  special  activities.  The  Institute  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Life  and  Culture,  held  annually  in  June, 
features  popular  seminars  with  noted  authorities 
conducted  in  an  informal  atmosphere.  The  week- 
ends of  Craft  Days  in  June  and  Harvest  Days  in 
October  draw  large  crowds  as  farming  and  craft 
implements  are  brought  into  actual  use  to  illustrate 
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more  vividly  the  activities  of  early  Pennsylvanians. 
Christmas  at  Landis  Valley  recaptures  the  spirit 
of  the  season  through  its  traditional  decorations, 
candlelight  carols,  and  homemade  refreshments. 

In  their  more  leisurely  season,  members  of 
the  staff  give  instruction  in  weaving  and  related 
hand  industries  to  interested  persons.  These 
events,  as  well  as  the  permanent  exhibits  at  the 
Farm  Museum,  make  it  possible  for  the  modern 
visitor  to  share,  in  some  small  degree,  the  activi- 
ties and  the  personal  lives  of  the  country  people 
of  Pennsylvania’s  past. 


Visiting  Hours 

Daylight  Saving  Time:  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 

weekdays;  1:00  to  5:00  P.M.  Sunday. 
Winter:  9:40  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays; 
12:00  noon  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 

Hours  subject  to  change. 

Telephone:  Lancaster,  Code  717,  569-0401 
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